
 
 

Community Advisory Council Meeting Minutes 
January 19, 2021 

 
 
Present:    Pam Bisceglia, Chair                                       
 Lynette Johnson, Member 

Rachel Schiff, Member 
Anne Patton, Member 

 
 
Absent:   Brian Lewno, Member 
 
Staff:       Shari Repinski                                         

      
   Amy Becerra 

                 Dana Johnson 
 
Guests:  Georgia Edson, RMHS                                    
 Thomas Gamache, DHS 

Lindsay Krings, RMHS 
 
 
 
Maureen Welch 

Crystal Porter, DHS 
                

 
Pamela Bisceglia, Chairperson for the Community Advisory Council (CAC), called the meeting 
to order at 3:39 pm via Microsoft Teams. 
 
 
Introductions 
Pam Bisceglia gave a brief welcome and read the mission and goals of the CAC. 
 
Review and Approval of October 2020 minutes 
The council moved to approve minutes at the next meeting. 
 
2021 Goals: Review CAC Goals determined at Retreat 
The council reviewed the goals determined at the CAC retreat, updated goals are as stated on 
the public agenda. 
 
Member Recruitment: Discuss recruitment efforts/plan 
The council reviewed recruitment protocol wherein members are accepted by the RMHS Board 
of Directors who review applications and then vote on them. The council is now requesting 
applications of self-advocates through clients and diversity accommodations will be supported. 
 
DHS Updates 
IDEEAS Program Manager Crystal Porter reported on DHS’ goal to appoint the vacant DHS 
advisory council liaison for RMHS Community Advisory Council. As of right now, new DHS Mill 
Levy council members have been appointed and are currently going through orientation. The 
new mill levy councilperson will be joining the CAC in March. Furthermore, there will be a 
change to code of ordinances that include a focus on residency. Wherein ordinances are 
established by the law, the code creates rules and guidance to streamline so that the end result 
is to preserve the care of the clients who are already receiving services. Lastly, there will be a 
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housing education session, a needs assessment and then a workshop where the leaders across 
the state will discuss collaboration for future I/DD housing needs. 
 
 
RMHS Updates 
Mill Levy Director Amy Becerra reported to the council that the year-end figures are focused on 
spending the entirety of the budget so that all the necessary services will be utilized by clients. 
Services in 2020 included the very popular winter packages.  
 
Additionally, changes in Early Intervention have allowed the disrupted services to continue to 
accommodate the children who were no longer eligible after the EI rule change. Such shifts will 
look the same to the clients and families served, wherein the rate and fee schedule will be 
equivalent to the previous structure. RMHS has hired a DPS liaison for dedicated support for 
immediate needs or urgent attention and a crisis case manager for children and adults. Details 
about these roles will be on the agenda for next month’s council meeting. RMHS is also creating 
a service to allow the 2–3-week gap for babies that were in NICU that are now at home to be 
assigned a case manager while they get established with Early Intervention.   
 
 
Public Comment 
Maureen Welch addressed the Council with a comment on transparency and support for the 
community.  
 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 5:11 pm. 
 
 
Next Meeting 
The next Community Advisory Council meeting will be held in February 16, 2021 via Microsoft 
Teams. 
 


